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Join leading scholars, current and former government officials, and
practitioners for a symposium examining retaliation protections across the law

and their vital role in protecting those who report misconduct, participate in
legal processes, and exercise their rights.

Retaliation
and the Rule of Law

SYMPOSIUM
The University of Alabama 
School of Law

Friday, September 25, 2026

8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

101 Paul W. Bryant Drive
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35477

Moot Court Room, Room 140

REGISTRATION LINK
TOPICS INCLUDE

Retaliation Doctrine:
Rethinking the Rules

Core doctrinal questions
about retaliation law,
including causation,

harm, protected activity,
and employer liability

Retaliation,
Institutions, and the

Rule of Law

How retaliation
protections support

transparency,
accountability, public

employees, and
institutional integrity

Government
Perspectives: 

Federal Enforcement
of Retaliation Laws

Insights from current and
former federal officials on

enforcement priorities,
agency coordination, and

emerging issues

The Evolution of
Whistleblower Law

Tracing the development
of whistleblower

protections from their
early foundations to

today’s broader statutory
and international

frameworks

Practitioner
Perspectives:

Litigating and Advising
in Retaliation Cases

Practical guidance on
litigation strategy, client
counseling, evidentiary
issues, settlement, and

trial practice

Free and open to the public. Registration includes lunch.
CLE credit is available through Alabama CLE for $275, including 6.0 CLE hours (5.0 general + 1.0 ethics).
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FULL SCHEDULE
8:15 – 8:45am

8:45 – 8:55am

Registration & Breakfast

Welcome
Dean William S. Brewbaker, III, Dean and Professor of Law, The University of Alabama School of Law
Kyle Davis, Editor-in-Chief, Alabama Law Review, Volume 78

10:30 – 10:45am Break

Retaliation, Institutions, and the Rule of Law

2:15 – 2:40pm

2:40 – 3:40pm

8:55 – 9:15am
Professor Daiquiri J. Steele
Opening Remarks

9:15 – 10:30am Retaliation Doctrine: Rethinking the Rules

10:45am – 12:00pm

Moderator: Professor Heather Elliott,
Panelists: Professor Michael Z. Green; Professor Jennifer M. Pacella; Professor Nicole B. Porter

12:00 – 12:30pm Lunch Buffet Service

12:30 – 2:00pm Government Perspectives: Federal Enforcement of Retaliation Laws
Moderator: Professor Bryan K. Fair
Panelists: Fred B. Jacob, Esq.; Carol Maskoff, Esq.; Mark Gaston Pearce, Esq.; Dr. Jennifer Rous; Dr. David Weil

2:00 – 2:15pm Break

Introduction: Dean Cassandra Adams
Featured Presenter: Professor Tom Devine

Practitioner Perspectives: Litigating and Advising in Retaliation Cases

Moderator: Professor Lane Woodke
Panelists: Lynne Bernabei, Esq.; Artur G. Davis, Esq.; Lynne Wells Palmer, Esq.

3:40 – 3:50pm Closing Remarks
Sam Strickland, Executive Editor, Alabama Law Review, Vol. 78

The Evolution of Modern Whistleblower Law

Moderator: Professor Jeffrey R. Baker
Panelists: Professor Professor Catherine L. Fisk; Professor Christopher L. Mathis; Professor Peggie R. Smith

ROLL TIDE.
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